AC 39
MINUTES OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON THE WELFARE ISSUES OF DOG BREEDING

Minutes of meeting No 5 held at Battersea Dogs and Cats Home on 13 July 2011
Present:

Sheila Crispin (Chairman)

Lesley Bloomfield

Rachel Casey 
Lisa Collins

Cathryn Mellersh
Clare Rusbridge

David Sargan

Also attending:
Heather Peck (Secretary)
Agenda Item 1

1. The Chairman welcomed all members to the meeting and extended the thanks of the Council to Battersea Dogs and Cats Home for their kind hospitality. Apologies for their absence had been received from Chris Laurence, Mike Radford and Lisa McCaulder.
Agenda Item 2 – declarations of interest

2. There were no new declarations of interest.






Agenda Item 3 – minutes of the previous meeting

3. The minutes were accepted as an accurate record of the meeting subject to the addition that a paper from ABTA had been circulated to members for information. 

4. It was agreed that in order to facilitate the placing on the website of minutes of meetings more promptly, minutes would be agreed by email within a couple of weeks of the meeting.
Agenda Item 4 – matters arising
5. The completed actions listed in paper AC 33 were noted. In addition the following progress was reported:

· With regard to the planned seminar, to avoid clashes with other events and to enable the seminar to take account of the developments agreed under Agenda Item 7 (see below) it was agreed that the seminar should take place in January 2012. A possible date was 19 Jan, but other options would be considered and a final date agreed asap. 
· Members were reminded that comments were awaited on the paper on human directed dog aggression.  ACTION ALL

· The draft purpose for the Council would be recirculated for sign-off asap.  ACTION SECRETARY

· DRS reported that he had now been given access to the Swedish/Canadian insurance company data on prevalence. The Committees thanks were recorded.
· It was noted that because the Kennel Club had unfortunately been unable to attend the previous Council meeting in person, a meeting had since been arranged with Council representatives for 17 August.
Agenda Item 5 – Chairman’s Report

6. The Chairman tabled her report and provided details of relevant correspondence. 
During June – July 2011 she had attended the following meetings:

CAWC - where amongst other items on the Agenda, differing opinions were expressed, as to the real understanding behind the definition of a ‘hobby breeder’.

Annual Eye Panel Meeting – constructive discussion in respect of the Neapolitan Mastiff survey of ocular disease and seeking improvement for ways in which greater understanding and involvement with Neapolitan Mastiff breeders might be achieved.

The Kennel Club – Breed Standards and Conformation Sub Group – discussion on how to ensure that procedures that alter the conformation of a dog are accurately recorded and reported

APGAW – Items discussed concerned the major key animal welfare issues facing Government (Pet Travel Scheme, Wild Animals in Circuses, Microchipping in dogs, Neutering of cats and dogs, Horse Passport, Stray Dogs, the DDA, Pedigree Dogs and inappropriate dog breeding, Laboratory Animals, Chinese meat and fur trading in dogs and cats, cloning) 
It was agreed that The Advisory Council will be allocated a regular slot in APGAW’s Agenda.

7. It was agreed that it was important to ensure that communication with the Minister, Lord Henley, continues and that Council responds to the comments he made on the pedigree dog breeding issues at the APGAW meeting.
Agenda Item 6 – Financial Report 
8. The financial report was noted.
Agenda Item 7 – prioritisation of action for the remainder of the year
9. Paper AC 36 was introduced by the Secretary.  It was noted that there was a tension between the need to take prompt action to address the welfare problems suffered by some dogs, and the need for such action to be evidence based. It was agreed that notwithstanding the problems of inadequate data in some areas, there was sufficient data relating to the prevalence and severity of some problems to justify action with regard to the most pressing welfare problems. 
10. Members identified a number of conditions as potentially warranting immediate attention including:

· Brachycephalic obstruction syndrome
· Limb defects (including  hip and elbow dysplasia)

·  Ocular defects associated with head conformation.  
· Heart defects
· Cancers eg osteosarcoma.
11. It was agreed that all members would review the list in the light of prevalence and severity data contained in the paper circulated by LC and the available insurance data and comment within 2 weeks, with the aim of agreeing a top 5 genetic/conformation problems to be addressed as a priority.
It was also agreed that when commenting members would indicate willingness to take lead responsibility for a particular issue, and the Chairman volunteered to lead on ocular disorders if they were in the final list.









ACTION ALL

12. It was further agreed that the possibility of adding behavioural problems to the list should also be considered. RC advised that the most prevalent problem causing welfare problems was separation anxiety.
13. There was some discussion of how the implications of welfare issues were best communicated to dog owners and breeders.  One way discussed was to describe what a healthy dog should be able to do eg breathe, blink, breed naturally, be capable of say walking 30 minutes without stopping etc.
Agenda Item 8 – Data projects and next steps
14. The progress on obtaining insurance data was noted and members reported on various other data collection projects underway. Given the multiplicity of data sources and plans for data collection it was agreed that the top priority for the Council was not a further data collection process, but an assessment of how complete the existing data sources and processes were, and where any gaps lay.  The Council might then be in a position to develop proposals for new research / data collection to fill the gaps. LC undertook to recirculate her paper with a covering note leading the discussion in this area.
Agenda Item 9 – Draft dog breeding assurance standard
15. The progress made in drafting a standard, as set out in AC 38/1 and 38 was noted. It was agreed that the Council should take up the offer of a briefing from BSI at the next meeting. 





ACTION SECRETARY AND LMcC
16. It was also agreed that the Council should aim at developing, at least in the first instance a Publicly Available Specification (PAS).

17. A number of comments were made on the draft including:

· The need to add advice on how to handle the rehoming of breeding stock that were aged or no longer fully fit

· Amend the maximum number of litters per bitch to 4

· Amend the minimum age for breeding for both dogs and bitches to 12 months, with a strong recommendation that the ideal minimum, particularly where there was any risk of inheritance of late onset disorders, was 2 years.

· Amend the knowledge section to include the necessity of awareness of relevant breed-related problems
18. Members debated whether the PAS should set one minimum standard, or should set a minimum (or probationary) standard plus a higher, more aspirational standard to be achieved over time. No conclusions were reached and it was agreed the issue should be revisited when more detailed comments on the standard had been received.

19. As CL had kindly volunteered to lead on this project, it was agreed that members of the Council and the Expert Panel should be invited to comment on the draft to the secretary cc Chris Laurence by 4 August. 

ACTION ALL

Agenda Item 10 – review of draft web pages

20. Members reviewed the updated drafts provided by LB and LMcC and the web-tool demonstrated by DRS. It was agreed that DRS would proceed with the development of the webtool using the text drafts already provided, and would then invite comments from members of both the Council and the Expert Panel. He would aim to reach this point by [15 August] so that comments could be received by the beginning of September.  
Agenda Item 11 – Any other business

21. Council logo - The Council offered its thanks to Clare and Henny for their (uncharged) hard work on its behalf, and agreed that further drafting for the proposed ‘logo’ is still required.

Agenda Item 12 - The Meeting closed at 1.00p.m.

Agenda Item 13 - Date of next meeting: 28th September 2011 at Blue Cross, London (Victoria)
