ADVISORY COUNCIL ON THE WELFARE ISSUES OF DOG BREEDING 25/11/11


External Stakeholders

Activities under these headings to be updated by the end of 2011 
1) Surveillance, Research and Development

2) Legislation and Regulation

3) Education and Publicity

4) Breeding Strategies

WELFARE REVIEW BOARD STAKEHOLDERS

Blue Cross (BC) 2011

Legislation and regulation

· Continue to campaign for the introduction of compulsory microchipping as part of the Microchipping Alliance.

· Conducting research into the sale of pets online, through the Pet Advertising Advisory Group (PAAG).

· Responded to government consultation on dog breeding in Wales, and permanent ID in NI. Intention is to respond to forthcoming consultations on dog breeding in Wales (late 2011) and NI (Jan 2012). 

· Launched social media campaign to raise awareness of neutering, to tackle irresponsible and backstreet breeders. Neutering messages articulated to politicians in UK. 
· Forthcoming lobbying work to support education objectives, and push for animal welfare to become a compulsory element of PSHE.

Education and publicity

· Education talk programme delivers face to face talks with over 30,000 children a year in primary schools, nurseries and youth groups. 160 volunteer speakers.

· Three regional education officers supporting projects and volunteer speakers. 

· Educational resources for teachers and youth groups on website.

· Developing workshops with young status dog owners in three cities (London, Birmingham and Manchester) to improve welfare and reduce problems with dogs including breeding.

· Large range of pet care information plus dog care and training videos on The Blue Cross website. 

· Attend shows and exhibitions to offer advice and information for pet owners. Includes educational games for children and families.

Breeding strategies
· All rehomed dogs neutered. Hospital staff encourage neutering of clients’ dogs.

· Free neutering of bull breed dogs for Blue Cross hospital clients. Cheap neutering for other breeds.
Dogs Trust (DT) 2011
Surveillance, Research and Development

· Trustees have indicated they would be prepared to invest in research that helps to solve important issues. 

Legislation and Regulation

· Campaign for the introduction of mandatory microchipping – on going and with a degree of support to date; 

· Start of review of Model Conditions for licensing of Pet Shops;
· Amendments to the Dangerous Dogs Act with proposals for new legislation; 

· Proposals for eradication of  puppy farming; 

· Campaigning on responsible advertising of pets; 

· Model conditions for Boarding Kennels and Catteries; 

· Members of Eurogroup for Animals.
Education and Publicity

· 12 Education Officers in the UK and three internationally (2 Republic of Ireland, 1 Malta). The Education Officers concentrate on primary schools, however, they also do workshops with youth groups and young people in informal settings (libraries, community groups etc.) during the summer. They reach thousands of children every year, with responsible dog ownership messages including safety around dogs and the dangers of buying puppies from rogue breeders whilst directing them to where and how to get a dog; 

· Four Campaigns Managers across the UK in Greater London, Wales, Northern Ireland and North of England – promoting responsible dog ownership in areas with the greatest dog problems. This is done through targeted ‘Responsible Dog Ownership’ days and events, offering free or low cost neutering and microchipping, and working with councils to identify hot spots in each Borough. As part of our work we offer ‘Dogs At Risk’ Free Neutering vouchers to Local Authorities and Police forces across our Campaign regions, to be used by them; 

· We have an extensive £30 (£15 in Northern Ireland) neutering campaign for dogs of owners on means tested benefits, through our nationwide network of over 1000 vets. We have neutered over 380,000 dogs under this scheme since 1997;
· Our London Campaigns team offer a specific project aimed at young dog owners – City Dogs – offering advice and practical help to youths in deprived urban locations in order to educate them in the ways of responsible dog ownership by teaching them practical skills. This involves ongoing support with reward-based dog training (one-to-one, at events, in groups), free chipping, free neutering, general advice, and help with preventative healthcare/veterinary costs; 

· A plethora of literature on Responsible Dog Ownership is available through our website, on request and at our event. Leaflets and Posters are also distributed to Councils and Local Housing Associations for distribution. In addition we provide free Poop Scoop bags to all councils on request. 

· We offer Free Dog Microchipping through our 17 Rehoming Centres across the UK, offer open to all dog owners; 

· We are working with all Local Authorities and Housing Associations across the UK in order to get housing providers to make microchipping a condition of having a dog in rented accommodation. Our ‘Dogs In The Community’ project offers free microchips, free scanners and support with chipping events, plus training for Council staff, Housing Association Officers, Police Officers etc.  The training is free, or on payment of a nominal fee and covers subjects like Local Authority management of the Dog Warden Service, the role of the Stray Kennels, Animal Behaviour, Handling Difficult Dogs, History of Dogs, Dogs and the Law, Animal First Aid, the Animal Welfare Act, Education in Schools and a lot more.  In addition, we provide the services of dog law specialist solicitor Trevor Cooper to offer free legal advice to Councils and Housing Associations as part of this campaign. ‘Dogs In The Community’ was launched last year in all our four Campaigns regions and Scotland, we are now rolling it out to the rest of the UK; 

· We have a series of dog training videos now available on line – to teach basic dog training and commands - that tackle important topics such as sit, stay, retrieve and much more, encouraging owners to have sociable and well trained dogs; 

· 12 Regional spokespeople talk to community groups/OAP’s/post school years. All messaging as above;
· We are currently researching the attitudes of potential dog buyers/adopters. We are looking to establish how aware people are of best practice. This will help us to produce an education campaign that addresses the main areas where knowledge is lacking.  This has substantial financial backing from Trustees; 

· A plethora of literature on responsible dog ownership is available through our website; 

· ‘Battery Farming of Puppies’ campaign launched 2009 and ongoing; 

· Pet Advertising Advisory Council (PAAG) website has useful information and is a source for On line and print papers to ensure they remain relevant and act within the law. 

Guide Dogs for the Blind Association (GDBA) 2010
Surveillance, Research and Development

· Guide Dogs Interactive (GDi) a computer system that is used to comprehensively record and report on all aspects of dog health, welfare, training and post qualification performance as well as key data relating to all our stakeholders and stock; 

· Health coding using SNOMED CT [Systematized Nomenclature of Medicine -- Clinical Terms];
· Canine Assessment Summary – used as a reporting tool for each individual dog’s progress from 6 weeks through to qualification as a Guide Dog, with Key Review Points in health and temperament signed off 3 monthly;  

· Veterinary Professionals appointed as Centre Veterinary Advisors (CVA’s) for our Dog Training Schools and National Breeding Centre. Annual meeting s held between key staff in health and breeding management and the CVA’s;

· Dog Care and Welfare Advisors employed as link between vets and our clients/volunteers/trainers; 

· Monthly Breeding review meetings held attended by key personal attached to the breeding programme, including the Breeding Centre Manager, National Dog Care and Welfare Manager and the Chief Veterinary Consultant;

· Dedicated canine research department and panel in place comprising key cross functional representatives. To determine relevance, importance, potential value to Guide Dogs and/or general dog world versus cost and resources required and includes evaluation of ethical and moral standpoint of each research proposal.

Legislation and Regulation

· Guide Dogs will be pleased to assist with and contribute to any consultation processes, based on our experience and professional expertise in breeding, rearing, socialisation and training of Guide Dogs; 

· Guide Dogs is a member of The International Federation of Guide Dog Schools and adheres to the standards set by them;
· We conform to National regulation and adhere to Kennel Club policy;
· We are an Accredited Breeder with the Kennel Club.
Education and Publicity

Strong emphasis in educating and supporting all our stakeholders including:

· Supply of video and written material relating to all our stock holders re care and welfare of bitch and pups to 6 weeks of age and best practice in socialisation/handling/training up to one year of age;

· Regular supervision, education and reporting in person by trained and experienced staff, of dogs throughout their progression towards qualification as a Guide Dog. This continues post qualification in support of the client as well;

· ‘Training Days’ for all new/prospective volunteer holders to include handling techniques, dog understanding, whelping complications, signs and symptoms etc;

· Series of informative, commercially available DVD’s on various topics including Artificial Insemination, Puppies 0-6 weeks, whelping, Ultrasound;

· Improve veterinary surgeon understanding of Guide Dog processes through supply of educational material, letters and various meetings;

· Regular Puppy Classes provided for all our Puppy Walking volunteers; 

· Work collaboratively with the Kennel Club to introduce and encourage our stakeholders to participate with their dogs in the Kennel Club Good Citizen scheme;

· The Guide Dogs Website offers free access to a selection of completed research reports and routine health care advice; 

· We offer a ‘speaker’ service for schools where topics covered include the importance of eye health, disability issues, what guide dogs do, howto behave around dogs and how the school can support Guide Dogs;
· Tours of the Breeding centre are frequently requested and arranged to meets the needs of various groups including vets, canine professionals from around the world, health professionals and students, school parties, general interest groups.
Breeding Strategies
· Guide Dogs employs professional managers to oversee and monitor the Breeding programme;

· We employ a Chief Veterinary Consultant and work closely with vet advisors attached to the various Dog training Schools and Breeding Centre to assist us in the sensible and pragmatic management of hereditary health disease; 

· All new breeding stock are comprehensively assessed from both a health and temperamental perspective throughout the puppy phase (6 weeks – 1year); 

· A detailed monitoring system is in place allowing regular health and temperament reports to be captured on our computer system Guide Dogs Interactive;

· The aim is to select new stock from lines free from health problems but decisions must always take into account the temperamental benefits of subject dogs/lines and the impact of all conditions to the individual dog, the client and the organisation; 

· We meet monthly (Breeding Review Meetings) to review all new dogs proposed to be accepted onto the programme. Any existing dogs where concerns arise regarding their own health or temperament, that of their sibs, progeny or ancestry, are also reviewed. Decisions are made and strategies put in place, where required, to manage situations/problems;

· Currently use an ‘alert’ system to flag those dogs requiring review each month and to assist us in planning matings; 

· We are embarking on a 4 year research project into the use of EBV’s (an optimal Breeding Scheme for GDBA) in collaboration with the AHT (Dr Sarah Blott) and a 5 year project into the Epidemiology of the Behaviour of Guide Dogs in conjunction with University of Nottingham (Dr Lucy Asher)

· We have developed and maintain a variety of essential links to relevant experts in their field for advice and opinion in developing strategies and decision making;

· We have developed a Breeding Code of Ethics that we adhere to.

International Sheep Dog Society (ISDS) 2011
Simon West, Chief Executive
email: office@isds.org.uk 

Activities and Policies pursued by the ISDS with regard to the Border Collie only

Surveillance, Research and Development

· Part of the BVA/KC/ISDS Eye Scheme. Gathering information on disease incidence in the breed to form strategies. Recording CPRA and CEA incidence statistics to assess impact of breeding strategies;

· Monitoring reports of other diseases (hip dysplasia, epilepsy, etc.), gathering expert views, periodically assessing response and need for change to internal strategies.
Legislation and Regulation

· The ISDS is willing to contribute to any consultation processes on issues concerned with its charitable purposes.

Education and Publicity
· Regular communication to members through a bi-monthly magazine that includes health and welfare topics and updates on breeding legislation;

· Specific communication to members of a need to use DNA CEA results to improve strategies to reduce CEA incidence;

· Welfare guidance published on website for public view.

Breeding Strategies

· Detailed listing of breeding records through a Stud Book;
· Breeders use the Stud Book to relate the performance and abilities of dogs with their parentage, and formulate their own breeding strategies;

· Competitions established (sheepdog trials) at which the dog’s abilities can be compared.  The results are public, results are based solely upon ability to do a job of work, and any evaluation of appearance (colour, size, shape, etc.) is strictly forbidden;

· Encouragement of world-wide exchange of dogs to extend the gene pool through the recognition of other registries;

· Breeding rules to reduce incidence of CEA;

· Extension of microchipping to establish identities linked to Stud Book number.

Kennel Club (KC) 2010
Surveillance, Research and Development

· KC/BSAVA Purebred Dog Health Survey – the largest study of its kind – carried out in 2004, with data from 52,000 dogs included;

· The Kennel Club provided data for a joint project into breeding coefficients with Imperial College, London. This was conducted so that we can measure and record levels of genetic diversity within breeds and ensure breeders take appropriate action;
· Kennel Club Genetics Centre launched in 2009 with aim of creating DNA testing schemes for around 25 inherited canine diseases. Kennel Club has committed £1.2 million to this project through the Kennel Club Charitable Trust;

· Additionally, the Kennel Club allocated £500,000 in November 2008 for research projects that will help to improve the health of pedigree dogs, over the next two years; 

· The Kennel Club records and publishes all results of dogs being assessed under the three KC/BVA health-screening tests for hips, elbows and eyes;
· The results of all health test results recorded for a specific dog can be searched online by using the Kennel Club’s Health Test Results Finder;

· Mate Select programme launched, whereby health data for specific dogs will be kept on computer and used to suggest suitable mating pairs;

· Breed Watch initiative to collate information from judges of possible health issues affecting specific breeds in the show ring and keep as a central online database;

· Ongoing work with approximately 750 Kennel Club registered breed societies and through appointed breed health co-ordinators to monitor health progress and identify emerging conditions in each of over 200 breeds.

Legislation and Regulation

· Development of Accredited Breeder Scheme in 2004 to raise standards of puppy breeding. Now over 5,250 members who agree to abide by scheme requirements regarding health testing and permanent identification of breeding stock among other things. The process of getting the scheme UKAS accredited is already underway;

· The Kennel Club has called for the basic principles of ABS to be introduced for the breeding of all dogs. Petition with 15,000 names supporting this handed to Downing Street in Dec 2009;

· Identification is now compulsory for all dogs being tested under the three KC/BVA health screening tests and for dogs and bitches owned for breeding by Kennel Club Accredited Breeders;

· The Kennel Club and its pet identification service Petlog run National Microchipping Month each year to raise awareness of the need to permanently identify pets;

· The Kennel Club has lobbied government across the UK for a ban on electronic shock 
· also covers dangerous dog legislation, dog access to business premises and open spaces, chemicals testing on dogs and the trade in dog and cat fur;

· The Kennel Club provides the Secretariat for the Dangerous Dogs Act Study Group and for the Puppy Farming Study Group. 

Education and Publicity

· Crufts and its associated TV programmes and web streaming provides a huge platform in conjunction with many animal welfare charities, to educate the public on choosing the right type of dog for them, buying a puppy and responsible dog ownership, as well as promoting all Kennel Club initiatives;

· Discover Dogs in London also deals primarily with these messages and allows people to find the right breed of dog and learn how to buy and care for a dog;

· Good Citizen Dog Scheme is the UK’s largest dog-training programme and over 360,000 dogs have participated in the scheme; 

· The Safe and Sound initiative aims to teach parents, teachers and young people how to keep children safe around dogs to prevent biting incidents;

· The Young Kennel Club offers young people from the ages of 6-24 the chance to learn more about all aspects of dog breeding, ownership and the range of canine careers and competitions available to them;

· The Kennel Club runs Petlog, the UK’s largest pet reunification service, and actively promotes the use of microchipping as the preferred means of permanent pet identification;

· The Kennel Club produces a set of 20 different information guides on all aspects of responsible dog ownership from choosing a puppy to looking after a dog in old age. These are available to download on the KC website;

· A copy of the Kennel Club’s Puppy Handbook is sent to all new puppy owners once a dog is transferred into their name;

· Selective targeted breed specific information on canine health issues is sent to prospective puppy owners who inquire on the Kennel Club’s Find a Puppy Service;

· The Kennel Club website is a source of information on all areas of buying and owning a dog and looking after it properly. The Find a Breed service helps users find the right pedigree dog for them according to factors such as size of accommodation and garden and time available for grooming and exercise;

· The Kennel Club is about to launch a Veterinary Practice Guide to Dog Health, a manual which will be distributed to veterinarians across the country for use in their surgeries;

· The Kennel Club Website’s Breed Information Section contains data on all recommended health screening and testing regimes for each breed;

Breeding Strategies

· The Kennel Club Dog Health Group with independent participation from external scientific, genetics and veterinary experts is set up to advise and manage all aspects of breeding strategies for Kennel Club Registered dogs whether pedigree, purebred, crossbred or mixed breeds. It has three specialised sub groups reporting to it:

· Genetics and Health Screening

· Breed Standards and Conformation

· Accredited Breeder Scheme 

· The Kennel Club reviewed the breed standards for all 210 recognised breeds in 2009 to ensure that none contained requirements which might encourage exaggeration;

· The Fit For Function: Fit For Life campaign aims to ensure that breeders ensure that all breeds are fit for the function for which they were originally developed – even if this is simply to be a pet - and free of any exaggerated feature which might prevent this;.

· Breed Watch initiative collates information from judges of possible health issues affecting specific breeds in the show ring and keep as a central online database; 

· Kennel Club Genetics Centre launched in 2009 with aim of creating DNA testing schemes for around 25 inherited canine diseases. Kennel Club has committed £1.2 million to this project;

· Future launch of Mate Select programme launched, with health data for specific dogs kept on computer and used to suggest suitable mating pairs;

· Breed health strategies being developed with appointed breed health co-ordinators in each of over 200 breeds, assisted by around 750 Kennel Club registered breed societies; 

· Bans exist on the uncontrolled registration of puppies where the mother has already whelped six litters, has reached the age of eight years or is under the age of one year at the date of mating;

· Bans exist on the registration of puppies from close matings (mother/son, father/daughter, brother/sister) except in exceptional circumstances where scientifically proven welfare benefits can be shown;

· Restrictions are about to be put in place to prevent the registration of puppies resulting from births by multiple use of caesarean sections;
· The Kennel Club encourages the introduction of dogs from out-crossings on to its breed register in order to broaden the gene pool within a breed. Recent breeds where this has applied – Bloodhounds, Dalmatians, Miniature Bull terriers, Belgian Shepherd Dogs;

· The Kennel Club believes that dog shows are a lever for positive change and have a critical role in improving the health of dogs. The Kennel Club licenses around 3000 dog shows per annum in the United Kingdom. Without the show ring there would be far less incentive for breeders to breed healthy dogs. Judges are required to only reward healthy dogs and monitoring takes place to ensure this happens;

· The Kennel Club organises Training seminars and courses for breeders and judges to ensure that only best practice is encouraged at shows and amongst show breeders;

· Restrictions are in place, in collaboration with the veterinary profession, to prevent the showing of dogs which have undergone surgical procedures to alter their natural conformation where such procedures have been necessary because of any condition which is known to have a high degree of heritability.

Peoples Dispensary for Sick Animals (PDSA) 2011
Surveillance, Research and Development
· Large central common database with national UK coverage
· Currently developing clinical coding system (VeNom) to enable data to be extracted from our PremVet system, roll out to some of our hospitals is underway;
· Currently trialling the framework for this system with plans for roll-out to our hospitals by the end of our year;

· Data will be evidence based as no external funding so independent and credible;

· Currently have data on roughly 340,000 households registered at our hospitals;

· 1 in 4 UK households now could access our services, providing a significant data pool;

· The demographic of our hospital data may not be representative of the ‘national’ picture so care must be taken in interpretation;
· The PDSA Animal Welfare Report 2011 provides the most comprehensive insight into how pets in the UK are cared for and behavioural attitudes to health and welfare, When used in conjunction with YouGov these data are demographically representative and will be used to track behaviour change over the years to come.
Education and Publicity
· PDSA plays a central role in educating the prospective dog owner, and feels there is a need to drive progress and development in this area to ensure changes are appropriate and significant within a suitable time scale;

· We have a national network of staff and volunteers trained to provide community talks, including workshops in primary schools. These aim to educate thousands of people each year about caring for pets by providing for their five welfare needs, including the importance of annual vaccinations, neutering, microchipping and regular flea and worm treatments. In addition to this we have a dedicated veterinary nurse who works in schools in specific areas around the UK, delivering tailored programmes on age-specific pet health topics;
· Teachers can access over 40 free lesson plans, teaching resources and videos of vets talking about caring for pets via the Education section of our website;
· Schools can also engage pupils further through our Schools Club scheme, which involves teachers subscribing to receive weekly activities and materials to help run fun extra-curricular ‘Pet Protectors Clubs’ all based around learning about responsible pet ownership;
· We publish Animal Antics, a magazine aimed at educating 6-12 year olds about caring for their pets. This is mailed to thousands of our Pet Protectors Club members, and is widely distributed through our 49 PetAid hospitals, 350 PetAid practices and 180 stores UK-wide, as well as being provided to every school pupil who participates in a PDSA workshop;
· Your Right pet – a fun interactive online tool targeted at increasing awareness and educating the public. Aimed at helping people choose the right pet and then educating them in the needs of that pet. Secondary development is now underway looking at linking to other resources and professional bodies, to ensure the public can easily access pet health and welfare information;

· Our re-launched website provides content-rich information on pet health and welfare based around the 5 welfare needs;
· Our new responsible pet care leaflets include the latest veterinary recommendations and advice on 13 key pet care topics. They are available in print at all our hospitals and PetAid practices, libraries and community centres and on our PetCheck vehicles. They are also downloadable from our website. During 2011 three mini-guides explaining the welfare needs of dogs, cats and rabbits were also launched, aimed at ensuring owners understand their obligations under the Animal Welfare Act 2006;

· Our PetCheck vehicle programme expands every year. Since it was launched in 2002 the PetCheck programme has had over 270,000 visits and has performed free health checks on more than 40,000 dogs 

· The PDSA Animal Wellbeing Report was launched in 2011 and provides insight into behaviour and attitudes towards dog breeding alongside all other aspects of dog behaviour. This will be repeated every year and provides an opportunity to understand key issues from a demographically representative body of pet owners.

Legislation and Regulation

· PDSA will continue to add views and opinions to any consultation processes, based on our clinical work and findings from our hospitals, PetAid practices and PDSA Animal Wellbeing Report.
Breeding Strategies

· PDSA continues to develop its internal process for reporting inherited disease and monitoring incidence. We look to share information from our large data set with the Kennel Club and other professional bodies.

Royal Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA) 2011
Surveillance, Research and Development

· Online surveillance of inherited and acquired disease in dogs and cats. The urgent need for systematic collection of data on inherited diseases was identified in all three reports on dog breeding and was considered the most urgent recommendation by the authors of the RSPCA commissioned report. Although previous work has focussed on dogs, the welfare issues associated with selective breeding also affect other companion animal species, including cats. We are therefore collaborating with the Royal Veterinary College and the University of Sydney on a three-year PhD research project. The aim of this project is to develop a new system for data collection, analysis and interpretation covering both dogs and cats and aims to estimate the prevalence of inherited and acquired disorders in order to identify breeds at greatest risk of specific conditions. Work on the project commenced in October 2010 and is currently meeting all milestones. More information can be found on the project website: http://www.rvc.ac.uk/VEctAR/
· Research on public attitudes on dog breeding and purchasing. This involves qualitative and quantitative research to identify the views of dog owners, breeders and purchasers.
Legislation and Regulation

· Response to Welsh Assembly Government consultation on the breeding of dogs in Wales The RSPCA responded to the consultation in January 2011 and is intending to also respond to the next consultation. The Society’s response was based on the conclusions of an expert workshop on dog breeding which was held at the University of Bristol in April 2010. The workshop document can be made available to the Advisory Council upon request.
· Dog control legislation.

The RSPCA continues to work with the Association of Chief Police Officers and Local Authorities (primarily through the National Dog Wardens Association) to develop practical and effective legislation aimed at tackling irresponsible dog ownership. The draft Bill will improve public safety, animal welfare and hopefully reduce costs of enforcement. This has been presented to the Coalition Government and we hope they will take it forward in the Queen’s Speech in 2012. A recent ministerial briefing said that the government will feedback on next steps with dog control/dangerous dogs in February 2012.

· Developing good practice with enforcers.

The RSPCA is also continuing its work to develop good practice and improve dog welfare amongst other enforcement bodies through its network of police Dog Legislation Officers and local authority dog wardens. As part of this a good practice guide on ensuring the welfare of seized dogs is being published by the end of the year in conjunction with the Chartered Institute of Environmental Health (CIEH) – an action from last year’s Status Dogs Summit.

· Enforcement It is not possible to establish the percentage of inspectorate work relating specifically to dog breeding. They will have been part of the over 75,000 complaints about the welfare of dogs that the RSPCA Inspectorate received through its 410 officers across England and Wales in the twelve months to the 30th June 2011. Complaints about dog welfare and alleged cruelty are by far the greatest number of calls received when compared to other species. Many of these incidents result in general animal welfare advice being given to improve the overall welfare of the dog or dogs involved. Through the Animal Welfare Act and over the same twelve month period, officers issued 8000 improvement and advice notices, issued 370 Adult Written Cautions and achieved 839 court convictions for cases relating to dogs.
Education and Publicity

· Public education campaign. The RSPCA’s Get Puppy Smart campaign was launched in February 2011. This is the first leg of a 3-5 year campaign designed to change consumer behaviour by empowering the public to make responsible choices when choosing a puppy. The campaign is based on a 10 step guide to choosing a puppy which was authored for the RSPCA by experts at the University of Bristol. The campaign website is www.getpuppysmart.com.  In order to inform the direction of the campaign we have commissioned audience insights research, in order to understand motivations for getting a puppy and reasons for relinquishment
· Partnership working with the Pet Advertising Advisory Group (PAAG).  

· Public education and multi-agency working. The RSPCA has been at the forefront of community engagement on dog issues working closely with local authorities, housing providers and the police. At present there has been no benchmarking of the many approaches out there; some are good, others not so and it is important to learn what actually changes behaviour and what simply moves a ‘problem’ on from one area to the next especially as resources are so stretched at present. The RSPCA is working with a number of local authorities and police forces around England and Wales to try to evaluate interventions that encourage responsible dog ownership so that good practice can be more effectively shared and encouraged. Over the last six months the RSPCA has established a project to work in 7 hotspot dog areas in England and 1 in Wales to run innovative pilot schemes to tackle the issues associated with irresponsible dog ownership. Defra has provided £10,000 in April 2011 to seed-fund this work and it will continue over the coming few years. An interim report on the work will be produced by April 2012.

· Working with Youth Offending Teams. We have developed a brand new set of activities earlier this year for them to use with young people and eight new facilitation guides which deal with the most important issues relating specifically to young people and dogs: including Motivations for owning a dog; Encouraging responsible dog ownership; Dogs and the law; Consequences of irresponsible dog ownership. These facilitation guides can be used in isolation, or as part of a bigger scheme of work. The Young people and dogs resource on the education website which addresses the issues directly is available at: 
http://www.rspca.org.uk/education/youthjustice/youngpeopleanddogs//article/Edu_YoungPeopleDogsContent 

Breeding Strategies

· Puppy Sales Contract. The RSPCA is collaborating with the British Veterinary Association Animal Welfare Foundation (BVA AWF) to develop documentation that will enable the public to make properly informed decisions when buying a puppy. The concept is that a seller of any puppy (including pure bred and crossbreed dogs) should provide a ‘Puppy Information Pack’ (‘PIP’). This will provide the buyer with information about the puppy and its parents. For example, information will include details of the health status of the parent including results from any relevant screening tests as well as details of the experiences of the puppies whilst with the breeder. The PIP will be tied into a simple contract containing a warranty from the seller that the information in the PIP is true and complete. A guidance document will also be produced to explain the relevance of the information recorded in the PIP to the likely future welfare of the puppy. The first stage in the development of a puppy sales contract was an expert workshop in during which the content of the PIP was discussed and a list of key areas which would make the most significant improvement to dog welfare was identified. Subsequent work has focussed on developing this into useable documents, with the aim of launching the contract in 2012.
Universities Federation for Animal Welfare (UFAW) 2011
Dr James Kirkwood <kirkwood@ufaw.org.uk>
Genetic Welfare Problems of Companion Animals

To help towards improvements in breed-related welfare problems in companion animals, UFAW is developing a website to provide information for prospective pet owners, breeders and others. 

The aim and special focus of this website is to describe genetic conditions affecting companion animals and to explain the welfare consequences of these conditions – their impacts on the animals’ quality of life – as clearly as possible. This information is not readily available elsewhere.

This website is at http://www.ufaw.org.uk/geneticwelfareproblems.php. 

During the past year this project has developed considerably. More than 120 descriptions of genetic welfare problems have been posted at the website (a further 20 or so are in the pipeline). The majority of these relate to dogs but the website covers some conditions of cats, rabbits, and other species also. We are very grateful to everyone who has contributed to it by drafting material, commenting on drafts and provision of illustrations (which we have recently started to add).

Visitors to the site are encouraged to let us know if they are aware of further relevant information or if any revisions need to be made, so that the website can be kept up to date and accurate.

Although little has been done so far to advertise it, it has been receiving considerable attention (>30,000 page visits in the few months since it was launched) and feedback from the public and veterinarians has been very positive. 

Posters drawing attention to the website have been sent to all universities and colleges in the UK (and some overseas) and we have begun to circulate these to veterinary practices for display in waiting rooms. 

Our aim has been to focus on producing an information resource that earns a reputation for high quality and which we hope will come to be widely seen as an authoritative source of information on, and assessments of, the welfare aspects of genetic conditions. 

We are currently seeking funding to expand the site to cover further breeds and conditions and to further develop the presentation of the site and include further illustrations.

UNIVERSITIES AND RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS
Animal Health Trust 2011
Kennel Club Genetics Centre

Advisory Council Member: Dr Cathryn Mellersh <cathryn.mellersh@aht.org.uk>
Canine Genetics Research Group www.aht.org.uk/genetics.html
Royal Veterinary College (RVC) 2011
VeNom and VEctAR

Dr Dave Brodbelt DBrodbelt@rvc.ac.uk  

Dan O'Neill doneill@rvc.ac.uk
Surveillance, Research and Development

· The VeNom coding group: Standard coding of diagnoses www.venomcoding.org. We have set up a multi-institution group that has developed and now maintains standard terms for clinical data types. These standard terms - the VeNom codes - have been implemented into most of the UK Vet School hospitals and a number of practice management systems (PMSs). The terms are also being implemented by the PDSA. As per VeNom website - we have members from Glasgow, RVC, Cambridge, Bristol, Nottingham, PDSA and VetsNow - and Liverpool and Edinburgh are keen to get involved. We are working in VetXML with the PMS’s. The VeNom Codes cover species, breeds, presenting signs, procedures and summary diagnosis terms with further categories in development.

· VEctAR Animal Surveillance project (http://www.rvc.ac.uk/VEctAR ) Collecting clinical data from first opinion practices. Following veterinary consultations, participating practices record VeNom summary diagnosis terms using a standard set of veterinary clinical terms (Venom Codes). Coded clinical data fields are uploaded from the vet practice PMS’s to the master VEctAR RVC database for analysis.  A VEctAR pilot project with 3 practices ran from 2007-2009. Data fields uploaded included patient ID, species, breed, sex, colour, date of birth, clinical notes, treatment and diagnosis. Summary diagnosis terms were recorded for 7,674 (63.9%) out of 12,018 unique patients. The subsequent general project implementation includes over 100 practices contributing data currently relating to over 200,000 unique animals (Nov 2011). Additional data fields now collected include insurance and microchip information. The VEctAR project will look at the frequency and risk factors for disease in general, part of which will focus on breed related issues.

Within this project, we have currently (2011) 3 PhD students with one PhD study already completed. 

In progress:

a. BBSRC / Pfizer 4 year PhD - Brodbelt, D, Hendricks, A, Loeffler, A, Stärk, K. The Efficacy of Antimicrobials for the Treatment of Canine Pyoderma in the UK. 2008-2012

b. RVC internal PhD - Brodbelt, D, Baines, S, English, K and Stell, A (2009) Man's Best Friend: Risk Factors for Canine Cancer and their Co-habiting Owners. 2009 - 2012

c. RSPCA funded 3 year PhD based at the RVC - McGreevy, P, Thomson, P, Brodbelt, D, Church D. Online surveillance: inherited and acquired disorders in dogs and cats. 2010-2013 

Completed: 

a. RVC internal PhD - Stärk, K, Brodbelt, D, Barber, N. Investigation of antimicrobial usage in companion animals in Great Britain. 2008-2010.

Legislation and Regulation

· The RCVS has approved the data collection process of VEctAR Animal Surveillance and acknowledges the important role of primary practice databases in progressing our understanding of companion animal disease health.
Education and Publicity

· VEctAR-participating practices will display leaflets explaining the importance of health data gathering to add to the current knowledge base on inherited disease and to scientifically inform the debate. 

Breeding Strategies

· VEctAR is currently in discussions with the Kennel Club regarding a collaborative project to link KC pedigree data to VEctAR clinical electronic patient records. This would utilize the power of Estimated Breeding Values (EBV’s) to combine primary practice disorder information with data from official health schemes such as the BVA/KC hip and elbow schemes.

University of Cambridge 2011
Inherited diseases in dogs

Advisory Council Member: Dr David Sargan <drs20@cam.ac.uk>
Inherited diseases in dogs http://www.vet.cam.ac.uk/idid/ 
University of Liverpool 2011
SAVSNET 
Surveillance, Research and Development
SAVSNET 

Outline of the scheme: A non-profit national programme of surveillance, aimed at producing a national research resource, to work with veterinarians, scientists and the relevant associated parties to promote and improve the current knowledge and understanding within the industry. In November 2011 SAVSNET became a joint venture between the University of Liverpool and the the British Small Animal Veterinary Association (BSAVA).  

This joint venture will see SAVSNET rise from 1 post to 3.6 posts, and allow them to build on the strong foundations set in 2008-2011. The establishment of the Small Animal Veterinary Surveillance Network (SAVSNET) follows the conclusion of a three year pilot study to bring together data on diseases in pet animals across the UK.  Researchers are aiming to understand which diseases certain breeds of animal are susceptible to; how infection spreads amongst animals in the UK; and whether there are particular disease ‘hotspots’ in certain regions of the country. Further information: 

 https://news.liv.ac.uk/2011/11/25/national-network-to-monitor-diseases-of-small-animals/
The study will now continue as part of the new national surveillance network in partnership with the BSAVA.  It will provide a single resource for accessing data on pet animal diseases for veterinary scientists, veterinary surgeons, members of the public and policy makers.  The network aims to improve health treatments and reduce the spread of infection amongst pet animals across the UK.

.
SAVSNET is based on two independent, yet overlapping projects; 
1: quarterly national disease reports based on laboratory results 
2: real-time syndromic surveillance in veterinary practice. 
University of Nottingham 2011
Dr Karen Braithwaite <Karen.Braithwaite@nottingham.ac.uk
Dr Lucy Asher <lucy.asher@nottingham.ac.uk>

The Population Health and Welfare theme has an active and diverse group of researchers, including active clinicians, ethologists, social scientists and epidemiologists, that study the companion animal population. We are involved in research concerning pet demographics, the human animal bond and factors affecting pet ownership, the incidence and prevalence of many diseases, and various aspects of behaviour and welfare. 
Four year CASE award (PhD - Katy Evans) Working solely with guide dogs (GDBA). The aim is to establish the ‘value’ that a dog has in a breeding programme relating to the heritability of specific attributes (health and temperament).

OTHERS
The Animal Behaviour Training Council (ABTC) 2010
http://www.abtcouncil.org.uk/

Established with the following specific aims: 

1. To set, oversee and monitor standards of professional competence in the practice of behaviour therapy and training of animals.

2. To coordinate and harmonise the activities of organisations directly engaged in the promotion of such standards within different areas of this sector. 

3. To provide information and a point of contact for other agencies more widely connected with animal welfare.

4. To promote high quality, relevant behaviour and training education.

5. To lobby for improvements in animal welfare related to behaviour and training.

6. To promote humane practice in the training and behaviour therapy of animals.

7. To promote ethical research into human-animal interactions, animal behaviour and psychological welfare.

Activities that the ABTC is, or will shortly be, involved in that have relevance to the welfare issues related to dog breeding are as follows: 

Surveillance, Research and Development

· Promoting ethical research into matters relating to training and behaviour;
· This would include a wide range of subjects but particularly those associated with socialisation and selectively breeding for temperament.

Education and Publicity
· Planning a public awareness campaign through the popular monthly ‘glossy’ publications, through the veterinary network and member organisations;
All publicity will be aimed at educating the veterinary profession and dog owning public that there is a register of approved practitioners who have achieved the necessary skills and knowledge and how to recognise them. This will include those qualified to deliver puppy socialisation classes.

· Establishing comprehensive educational requirements at a range of levels appropriate to the chosen role; 


Topics relevant to dog breeding to include genetics and socialisation.

Legislation and Regulation

· Produce a rigorous regulatory framework of standards for practitioners involved in training and behaviour work. Work is in progress, a working draft should be published in September 2010. 


Lobby for supporting legislation.

Breeding Strategies

· Currently no perceived overlap of interest.

BRITISH SMALL ANIMAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 2011
BSAVA has a long term commitment to education for veterinary surgeons and veterinary nurses as well as supporting science through research and dissemination of evidence. The organisation has been active in the following areas:

Surveillance, research and development

· 1963 - BSAVA survey (funded by The Kennel Club) recording the incidence of abnormalities known, or believed, to have a hereditary cause presented to veterinary surgeries over a 6 month period. 

· Co-operation with The Kennel Club through BSAVA-Kennel Club Scientific Committee.

· 2004 - BSAVA / KC / AHT Purebred Dog Health Survey, a nationwide survey of UK purebred dogs to identify important health conditions in UK.

· Support for clinical research through Petsavers Grants (previously Clinical Studies Trust fund) to the value of £100,000-150,000 per year including support for clinical training scholarships and individual clinical research projects which have included research into:

· Congenital deafness (Dalmation and other breeds)

· Inflammatory bowel disease in German Shepherd Dogs

· Inherited myopathy in Great Danes

· Prevalence and breed distribution of chronic pancreatitis

· Founder member of the management board of SAVSNET
· Support for UK DNA archive for companion animals

· BSAVA recognizes the importance of surveillance and evidence based medicine. It is currently investigating ways to play a more active role in disease surveillance in the UK.
· Research into prevalence of inherited diseases as a joint venture with the University of Liverpool SAVSNET (and see earlier)
Legislation and regulation

· Support for compulsory identification of companion animals, for example by microchip.

· Contribution to the 2006 CAWC report on Breeding and Welfare in Companion Animals

· Evidence given to the Independent inquiry into Dog Breeding (Bateson report) with support for the conclusion that regulation of breeding must apply to all dogs.

· Response to consultation on Proposed Welsh Legislation on Dog Breeding

· BSAVA supports the reporting of caesarean sections and procedures which alter the natural conformation of a dog to The Kennel Club

· Response BSAVA  (with BVA) to Defra consultation on DDA reform

· Policy statement on suitable practitioners for referral of behaviour cases

Education and publicity
· Information to members at Annual Congress – from a Symposium on Abnormalities and Defects in Pedigree dogs at the fourth Annual Congress in 1963 to discussion of pedigree dog breeding in controversies stream in 2009. 

· Commissioned articles on Hereditary disease 

· Publication of scientific research as well as educational and  review articles on inherited diseases through the associations journals (Journal of Small Animal Practice and companion)

Breeding strategies

BSAVA
The Karlton Index – www.thekarltonindex.com 2011

Philippa Robinson: <philippa@thekarltonindex.com> 

Surveillance, Research and Development

· Tracking which breed clubs/communities are surveying health and welfare matters within their breeds

· Identifying exemplars of good practice and sharing that information freely with other breed clubs and stakeholders through email and web site activities

· Developing simple to use tools to help breed clubs improve their health surveying

· Recognition of achievements and good work in this field to encourage better practice
· Identification of common skills and knowledge gaps in this important element of health management
· Production of easy to use tools to help close those skills and knowledge gaps

· Identification of gaps in surveillance data and pinpointing data that is or causes confusion for both breeders and the public alike

· Making recommendations to other stakeholders, based on emergent trends within breed club activity, to inform the development of a more supportive infrastructure.
Legislation and Regulation

· Sharing freely findings and conclusions on breed club activity with legislators and regulators through the website and written reports to help inform their decision making.

Education and Publicity

· Maintain free to use website updating the public on Breed Club activities and breed club progress in the management of health in those breeds

· Identification of common skills and knowledge gaps in the breed club community relating to health management

· Development of supportive tools to help close those skills and knowledge gaps and help breed clubs/communities improve the information they publish on health and welfare
· Share understanding of those gaps with other stakeholders to help inform their own education programmes
· Identification of misinformation on breed health and or examples of confusing messages.
Breeding Strategies

· Identification of good practice in breed clubs and breed communities on the implementation of effective breeding strategies

· Identification of skills and knowledge gaps in the shaping and implementation of effective breeding strategies

· Development of easy to use tools to help close those skills and knowledge gaps at breed club level

· Sharing of good practice to encourage widespread improvement in the approach taken to effective breeding strategies
· Identification of breed communities and clubs that are continuing to fail their breeds through either the application of poor breeding strategies or the failure to apply effective breeding strategies together with suggested action plans on how they can reverse that trend

· Recognition of achievements and good work in this field to encourage the take up of better practice and give credit to those breed clubs that are making progress

· Making recommendations to other stakeholders, based on emergent trends within breed club activity, to inform the development of a more supportive infrastructure.
Dog Breed Health 2011
Carol Fowler: <carol@cavaliercampaign.com> http://www.dogbreedhealth.com
About this website

· This site is aimed at dog and puppy buyers who are choosing which breed (or crossbreed) to have as a pet. It will outline the needs of each type of dog so that you can choose one which will suit your lifestyle. The site will give you the main genetic health problems of each breed, and inform you of the health screening and testing available for these diseases. It will also point out the welfare problems associated with a breed’s physical characteristics.
· It will be up to you to make sure that a breeder has carried out the appropriate health tests and that the parents of your puppy have been screened and found to be free of disease and suitable for breeding.
· Purchasing a dog or puppy should never be done casually and without thorough research.
· This way you will be less likely to incur expensive veterinary treatment, the heartbreak of seeing your dog suffer, or finding that you are unable to cope with your dog’s lifestyle needs. My aim is to provide clear and simple information about the genetic health problems associated with a particular dog breed.

· There may be more diseases than I have listed as accurate prevalence data is not available yet. However, I will try to make the list as accurate as possible and keep it updated when new information becomes available.
· If you have an in-depth knowledge of any particular breed and feel that the information can be improved, please contact me and I will update the relevant breed page.
· Please note that this is a UK based website and whilst many of the breed related genetic diseases will apply all over the world, some will not. There may well be populations which are relatively free from some of the conditions. In breeds new to the UK, there may be genetic diseases which have not yet been flagged up.
Measures to Raise Welfare Standards for Dog Breeding in the UK 2011
Julia Carr carrjulia2009@yahoo.co.uk
Legislation and Regulation


In 2010 I produced a document (Suggested Initial Measures to Raise Welfare Standards for Dog Breeding in the UK) outlining possible measures to improve welfare issues in relation dog breeding. This has been passed to the Kennel Club and the Advisory Council for consideration. Primarily the strategy focussed on new legislation as a means of regulating and restricting breeding activities to ultimately eliminate large-scale commercial breeding operations (for the pet market) i.e. ‘puppy farms’. 


The document also discussed possible methods for providing the dog buying public with a simple, instantly recognised and trusted ‘badge of quality, run broadly along the lines of the existing Accredited (now Assured) Breeder Scheme operated by the Kennel Club, but operating more as a Breeders’ Guild. 


A year later, I produced a Supplement to the original document, suggesting a method for tackling the problems caused by ‘Back Yard Breeders’ through much stricter controls on the advertising of companion animals/dogs.

Education and Publicity


The final suggestion in the original document was to amend breed standards to highlight the functional origin of specific breed features. This would serve to remind breeders, judges and owners what purpose the feature ought to serve and temper the tendency towards exaggeration. 


In the Supplement, I considered the different types of puppy buyer and which ‘outlet’ each would purchase a puppy from. I reached the conclusion that the market for badly bred and reared puppies, if not eliminated through legislation, would continue to be fuelled by those who would not be able to obtain a puppy from a more desirable source.


Other than the document and supplement, I try wherever possible to form a bridge of understanding between the ‘show’ world and the ‘companion’ world by addressing concerns, questions and misconceptions that can often arise. I have suggested the formation of a ‘round table’ forum consisting of ordinary breeders, owners, judges, veterinary surgeons etc for discussion of future policies. This would enable possible ‘loopholes’ to be identified and eliminated prior to implementation. 

Canine Longevity Website 2007
Dr Kelly Cassidy Canine Longevity website (last updated 14 October 2007)
http://users.pullman.com/lostriver/longhome.htm
Site Purpose

Most dog breed club web sites and many dog breed books provide an estimate of how long a particular breed can be expected to live. Actual data about pet dog longevity are surprisingly sparse and widely scattered. This site was created to assemble data and sources in one location, which also allows some interesting analyses.
MyPetYourPet.com 2011
Education and Publicity

· MyPetYourPet offers guidance and information for a potential puppy purchaser, stepping up their education so as to avoid the sale of dogs that are unsuited to the conditions in which they are to be kept: a person interested in acquiring a new dog or puppy can follow a number of steps to learn about the breed, breeder, dog or puppy in which they are interested.  They can conduct a search for the breed in which they have an interest and read the profiles and message some of the owners in an effort to determine whether the breed is best suited to their circumstances.  This owner experience based information serves as a useful back-up to the fact based information they can gain from the kennel associations or breed clubs.
Breeding Strategies
The website offers breeders a quick means of keeping in touch with the owners of puppies once they have gone to their new homes.
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