COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENT:
4 November 2011
The objective of Project 7 of the Council’s published programme is:

“To identify the conditions which cause the worst welfare problems and to provide routes and tools for resolving them.”
The Council is mindful of the tension between the need for prompt action to address the problems which cause serious health and welfare issues for some dogs, and the need for such action to be evidence based. It recognises that there is a lack of data in some areas and that various teams are seeking to address this issue.

Nonetheless, having reviewed the data which are available, the Council is convinced both that there are sufficient data relating to some problems to inform advice, and that the severity and impact of some problems is such that continued delay in addressing them cannot be justified. The Council agreed therefore, to identify what it considered to be the most pressing welfare problems and to prioritise these for action. At the request of our Patrons, breed-related skin problems were added to the list at our meeting of September 28th 2011.
The first eight problems identified are:

· Brachycephalic airway obstruction syndrome
· Limb defects (including hip and elbow dysplasia)

· Ocular disease secondary to conformational problems 
· Heart disease with a known or suspected inherited basis

· Syringomyelia

· Epilepsy

· Skin conditions with a known or suspected inherited basis 
· Issues arising from lack of Responsible Ownership (including problems such as Separation-related behavioural issues and obesity)

The Council is currently formulating advice on the action that needs to be taken to address these issues in whatever type of dog they arise.
